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What relationship do Christians believe God has with human beings?  3KU

• Special creation

• Stewards of his creation

• Loving relationship

• Personal relationship

• Alienated through sin

• Redeemed through Jesus

• God will not compel us to have a relationship with him 
How would Christians describe beliefs about the nature of God. 4KU

Where candidates list features about the nature of God, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark. They may name and expand on a

smaller number of beliefs related to the nature of God.

• Loving

• Good• Creator

• Omnipotent

• Omniscient

• Merciful

• Self revealing
What do Christians believe about the nature of God?

· Loving

· Omnipotent

· Omniscient

· Transcendent

· Immanent

· Creator

· Sustainer

· Personal.
· Holy – morally perfect and pure. He cannot sin as it goes against His nature.
How do Christians describe the human condition?    6KU

No marks for simply writing a list.  Each aspect should be accompanied by an explanation to gain a mark.  Pupils may write about one or more of the articles.

Examples of areas covered:

· God’s relationship with human beings

· Created good

· Freewill/moral conscience

· Image of God

· Suffering and death

· Alienation through sin

Describe the human condition in Christian teaching.    6KU

Where candidates list features of the human condition, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark. There is no expectation that they

will write six points.

• Alienation from God.

• Suffering and death.

• Created in image of God.

• Stewards of creation.

• Gift of freewill.

• Fallen.

• Sinful.
What would Christians understand by the term ‘stewardship’.  6KU

Candidates may wish to describe one or more beliefs and expand on them. They are not expected to write six beliefs. Ideally it should be

two or three beliefs with expansion.

• Responsibility given by God.

• Look after the world.

• Look after each other.

• Follow God’s commands.

• World is not ours to dispose of as we please.

What impact do beliefs on freewill and stewardship have on the lives of Christians? 4KU

A wide range of answers is possible here.

Candidates may wish to give one or more effects and expand on them.

• Consider others first.

• Sacrifice self for others.

• Do not exploit others.

• Do not exploit the world.

• Serve God.

• Ethical implications.

How might Christian views on the human condition affect the way they live their lives?







6AE

Where candidates list effects of the human condition, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark. There is no expectation that they

will write six points.

• Feel responsible for creation.

• Feel guilty.

• Want to please God.

• See humanity as having a special role.

• Use freewill properly.

• Try to remove alienation from God.

• Try to live a good life.

Explain the challenges beliefs about sin and the nature of God present to Christians.  6AE

Marking Instructions: To gain full marks candidates must refer to at least one challenge for each concept. Candidates need not make a connection between the concepts to gain marks. A maximum of two marks per concept.
Suggested areas to be covered in answers:

Sin

 Living a moral life

 Self-denial

 Repentance

God

 Meeting God’s standards

 Existence of suffering and evil

 Contradiction between certain attributes.

“Human disobedience is central to Christian understanding of the human condition? To what extent do you agree?

Pupils should not receive marks for KU used in question on KU on similar questions.  Pupils are not expected to write six separate points but may do so if they wish.  As a general guide candidates may write 2-3 points with varying depths for each.  Where new KU is introduced to make an AE point a mark should be awarded.

Examples of areas covered:

Agree

· Importance of the Fall and what happened.
· Importance of God’s promise of salvation
· Nature of humanity
· Link between sin and alienation
· Mission of Christ
Disagree

· Depends on interpretation of scripture

· Moral message of Christ

· God’s love rules over everything

· Universalist belief

· Role of Satan

According to Christians, what are the main causes of suffering    4KU

Any four relevant points.   2 marks for merely referring to Genesis 2 and 3

· Result of human disobedience

· The Fall

· Misuse of freewill

· Creation spoiled

· Result of alienation from God

· Alienation from each other

· And alienation from the rest of creation

f) Why might the existence of suffering be a problem for Christians?   4 AE

· Not all suffering seems to have a purpose
· Not all suffering seems to be caused by human sin.
· If God is sovereign, it is argued that  he is responsible for suffering
· If God is both good and omnipotent, why doesn’t he stop innocent suffering?
· Either he is limited in power or in goodness.
EXTRACT 

And he said….. “Because of what you have done, the ground will be under a curse….You will have to work hard to make it produce enough food for you.  You were made from soil and you will become soil again

Genesis 3v17-19

a) "Because of what you have done.”  Describe what the man has done.                          

                                                                                                             2KU

· Listened to the woman

· Ate the fruit she offered to him

· By doing this he disobeyed God

· Tried to hide from God

· Misused their free-will / responsibility

· Believed Satan instead of God;

b) What is meant by the phrase “you were made from soil”?  2KU

· Explains how God made man

· God used soil (dust / earth)  from the ground to form man

· He breathed life into him and man began to live

· Demonstrates man’s humble beginnings

c)  “God’s punishment is too harsh.”  Describe two different Christian responses to this statement.                                                      4KU

Some Christians might say:

· Not harsh because sin had to be punished

· Not harsh because they were given the freedom to choose

· Sin had to be taken seriously

· Ultimately God was acting in love

Other Christians might say

· God knew they would fail so unfair to punish them so harshly

· Humanity was not created perfect (Irenaeus) so why punish man for something that was inevitable

· Unjust punishment for one sin
· Punishment inconsistent with a loving God
SOURCE;  Genesis 2: 6, 7

So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, and he also ate it. 7 As soon as they had eaten it, they were given understanding and realized that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and covered themselves. 

In what ways have the actions of the man and woman affected God’s relationship with human beings?                                                        4KU

· Communication between God and humanity broken / alienated from God;

· Fellowship with God lost.

· Access to God which was based on trust and obedience broken

· Human beings live in rebellion towards God

· Human beings tainted now with sin, and even their good efforts are not perfect;

· God continues to love and reach out to human beings

· Human beings deny the existence of God

“Christian beliefs about the Human Condition are not helpful in day to day living”

Would all Christians agree with this statement?




(8)

Give reasons for your answer.

Agree

· Today’s culture views life from a scientific perspective;

· Most people reject the idea that we are bad because of sin;

· Most might rather accept an evolutionary explanation for why we are the way we are;

· Ideas of sin in all humans is seen as superstitious and old-fashioned;

· Better we think of humans as being good, and having potential to change themselves;

Disagree
· The Christian view IS helpful in day to day living;

· The Christian view is accurate, we see suffering, death, war and strife everywhere;

· The evidence is that we suffer because of our own selfish actions and choices;

· Is helpful, as when we recognise the truth of the human condition, Christians can offer hope, through Christian action in the world;

· Care and love for neighbour and for God;

· Through the message that God offers an anti-dote to the human condition in the suffering and death of Christ His Son;

· People like Martin Luther King, who fought peacefully against racism and discrimination  (which is the result of the human condition of selfish actions);

· Humans are capable of great achievements e.g. homelessness, racism, drug or alcohol abuse;

· Many individuals give time to environmental issues fulfilling their role as stewards of the environment;

· All Christians believe in working for the Kingdom of God;

The source speaks about ‘wicked people’. Christians believe people are wicked as a result of sin.

Describe Christian beliefs about the way in which sin came into the world.

· Adam and Eve are created by God andplaced in the Garden of Eden.

· Told not to eat from the Tree of Knowledge/Good and Evil.

· Eve gives into the temptation and Adam with her encouragement does the same.

· They became aware of their nakedness.

· They have disobeyed God.

· Sin has entered the world.

· This known as the ‘Fall’.

· God banishes them from the garden.

(5)

a) What relationship do Christians believe God has with human beings?

3KU

• Special creation

• Stewards of his creation

• Loving relationship

• Personal relationship

• Alienated through sin

• Redeemed through Jesus

• Given us freewill so we can choose to accept and love God

• God will not compel us to have a relationship with him 

According to Genesis how did sin come into the world?

(4)

· Outline of story and /or consequences 

· Banishment from the garden led to a life of toil.

· Alienation from creation. 

· Alienation from each other.

· Suffering and death.

· Relationship between humans and God broken.    3                                          

· Constant state of temptation enters the human condition. 
According to Christian belief, what were the consequences of sin entering the world?

· Temptation by the devil results in a constant state of temptation.

· Banishment from the garden leads to a life of toil.

· Alienation from the Creation

· Alienation from each other.

· Suffering and death.

· The relationship between humans and God is destroyed.
5)
“Humans need salvation because of what happened in the Garden of Eden.”

Discuss







4 KU 11 AE

This is the students’ opportunity to show what they can do. The expectation is that they will use their knowledge to discuss the quotation. It is expected that students’ should talk about ‘salvation’, the events described in Genesis  1-3, the human condition, Jesus’ final sacrifice ………

· It is impossible to predict just what they will come up with.  

Credit should be given for relevant accurate points.

· Explanation of what happened in the garden of Eden

· The consequences of the fall – Alienation from God, others, nature, and suffering through pain and death;

· Compare and contrast liberal and conservative interpretations of what happened in the garden of eden

· Liberal – myth – need to demythologise – our fallen-ness, rather the result of evolution and wrong/selfish choices than what happened in a fictional place;

· Conservative – that the fall did really occur in a real place called the garden of Eden, and the consequences of that real event are with us today – seen in the way people live, going their own way;

· Important to mention why salvation is necessary

· Liberal and conservative Christians agree life is not what it should be, and salvation is their goal;

· Liberals – see Christ as a great moral and spiritual example to follow and gain salvation by putting into practice his teachings;

· Conservatives – see Christ as the Son of a God who came into the world to take upon Himself the punishment sinners deserve for their sins – to make atonement for their sins – this is the only way or hope of salvation through Christ’s passion and death;

What do Christians mean by Sin?




(1)

· Sin is any deliberate or accidental act against God.

· Sin is falling short of God’s standards.

· A moral evil

· Sin can only be known in relation to the breaking of God’s laws

Candidates must make reference to breaking God’s laws.
Describe what Christians believe about sin.     3KU
· Alienation from God

· Alienation from nature

· Alienation from each other

· Heaven/Hell

· Judgement

· Suffering.
Describe the Bible’s explanation of the origin of Sin.


(3)

· God sets limits for Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden- don’t eat the fruit.

· The serpent tempts Eve who then tempts Adam.

· Adam and Eve disobey God and eat the forbidden fruit.

What were the immediate consequences of Adam and Eve’s actions?
(4)

·  Awareness of Sin. Eg: sewed fig leaves / hid from God / shame;

· Pain in childbirth for Eve.

· Alienation from God – hid from Him / Adam blamed God / both were banished from the garden;

· Adam will have to work hard and sweat to produce anything.

· Both ejected from Garden.

· Both alienated/separated from God, their relationship with Him is broken.

· Alienated from each other (Adam blamed Eve as well as God) 

· Alienated from nature – thorns and thistles grew up, so to make providing for food and shelter difficutlt;

· Suffering – emotional pain (shame / guilt) and physical pain, childbirth, physical sweat of Adam to provide;

· Both spiritually die – hence the need for salvation – to be born again;

· They both enter into the process of death.

· Both eventually physically die

How have Christians differed in their understanding of the Bible’s teaching of Sin?










(4)

· Liberals 

· humans are morally neutral, they can choose not to sin.

· Adam’s sin does not directly affect us- he is no more than a bad example.

· story of Adam and Eve is a myth used to connect sin with us all.

· Sin is our misuse of freewill

· Adam and Eve represent the way human beings behave - when we obey God we ‘live’ in his presence, when we disobey God we are alienated from his presence.

· Conservatives

· all humans are alienated from God, we can only be good with Gods help.

· Adam’s sin is inherited by all people.

· Adam is our representative; we share the consequences of his action.

· all humans corrupted by sin – even their best actions are less than perfect;

Describe two arguments a religious person could use to explain suffering.

· Suffering is the result of human freewill.

· This universe is based on laws e.g. gravity, sometimes suffering results from these laws.

· Suffering can make us into better people.

· God uses suffering as a test of our faith.

· God uses suffering as a punishment.

What do Christians understand by suffering ?

· Liberal

· Suffering is the result of our own selfish choices;
· Suffering is something God allows to make us into better people;
· Suffering is seen as a way of atoning for our sins;
· Conservative

· Suffering is the real and actual consequence of the fall of Adam and Eve;
· Suffering is something God allows to make us into better people;
· Suffering cannot atone for our sins, as Christ as the saviour is the only one who suffers in such a way that sins are atoned for;
SOURCE:   Genesis 2

Then the Lord God took some soil from the ground and formed a man out of it; he breathed life-giving breath into his nostrils and the man began to live. 8 Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the East, and there he put the man he had formed. 9 He made all kinds of beautiful trees grow there and produce good fruit. In the middle of the garden stood the tree that gives life and the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad.  

15 Then the Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and guard it. 16 He told him, "You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, 17 except the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad.  You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die the same day."

What Christian beliefs arise from the source above?

· God is creator of man and the universe;
· Man is special in God’s creation;
· God gives man life that is different from other species, by breathing His Spirit into him;
· Man is made in the image of God;
· Man is made a responsible creature that includes responsibilities for stewardship;
· Man is made morally responsible to God, by being told not to eat from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil;
· Man was made morally good/perfect (righteous);
God gave man a paradise to live in, providing everything for their needs;
“There are some sins that even God should not forgive.”


(4)

Would Christians agree with this statement?  Give two reasons for your answer.

Agree

· some sins are worse than others
· if people deliberately break God’s law they shouldn’t be forgiven
· people just expect God to forgive them
· some people are too evil to be forgiven e.g. Hitler

Disagree

· some sins only  God can forgive

· God does not see some sins as worse than others

· All sin is wrong
·  God is merciful

· If God is not willing to forgive some sins then Jesus did not die as a punishment for all sins.

Source:

He said to him, “You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, except the tree which knowledge of what is good and what is bad.  You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do you will die the same day.”










Genesis 2:16-17

a) Describe what Christians would understand by “The Fall”    (3KU)

· Adam and Eve disobey God

· Human disobedience

· Human disobedience and expulsion from the Garden of Eden

· Introduction of sin into the system

· Biblical account of the Fall could be described             

Describe  ‘the Fall’?   3KU

Where candidates list features of ‘the Fall’, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

• Story of Adam and Eve.

• Placed in garden of Eden and told not to eat from tree of knowledge.

• Disobeyed God – Eve tempted by serpent.

• Adam ate the apple too.

• Expelled from the Garden of Eden.

• Humanity inherit sin of Adam and Eve after the Fall.

What do Christians believe about freewill?   6KU
Marking Instructions: No marks for simply writing a list. Each aspect should be accompanied by an explanation to gain a mark. 
Suggested areas covered in answers: 
· Humans created in ‘God’s image’ 

· Freewill is central to human condition 

· Moral conscience 

· Freedom brings responsibility: disobedience to God’s will has consequences 

· Misuse of freewill results in sin and alienation 

· The Fall. 

What is the importance of freewill?   4KU

Candidates may wish to state one or more aspects of the significance and expand on them.

• Gift from God.

• Can be used to do good and evil.

• Allows us to choose God.

• Humans misuse it.

• Misuse results in suffering.

• Misuse impacts on ultimate destiny.

	“For Christians, freewill is the key to understanding the human condition.” 
How far do you agree? 
Marking Instructions: Candidates should not receive marks for KU used in question 3(a). Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point, a mark should be awarded. Candidates are not expected to write 10 separate points. As a general guide it is likely that candidates will write points with varying depths of explanation. There is no minimum or maximum number of marks available for each point. There is no requirement that a balanced answer be given. 
Suggested areas covered in answers: 

· Without freewill sin would not have come into the world 

· The Fall indicates that suffering is the result of humanity’s free choice 

· Alienation from God 

· Alienation from nature 

· Alienation from other people 

· Sin can be overcome through salvation 

· Christians use freewill to accept God’s promise 

· Without freewill love for God would not be real love 

· Freewill builds a relationship with God 

· Other aspects could be the key to understanding the human condition, eg the nature of God. 
	8 

	


b)  Describe what Christians understand by freewill


(4KU)

· Freedom to choose

· Responsibility for actions

· Consequences of actions

· Gift from God

· Human conscience is a gift from God which enables us to make our own decisions

· Is used as the explanation for the fact that human beings are not ‘robots’ controlled by God

· Humans often misuse this gift

· Human beings are ‘free persons’ made in the image and likeness of God

· Is used to explain the existence of suffering and evil

· Is used in the Bible in the story of the Fall

c) Explain two implications of belief in freewill for Christians  (6AE)

Two implications should be covered and a brief explanation of each included. No credit should be given if candidates explain more than two implications.  Each implication covered may gain a maximum of four marks.  Implications may include:

· Salvation

· Nature and effects of sin

· Forgiveness

· Moral evil

· Original sin

· Judgement

· Relationship with God

· Personal responsibility

· Accountability for our actions

What do Christians understand by freewill?                              2 KU

· Ability or freedom to choose between good/bad
· Given by God 

· Freewill is a moral ability to choose;
Does free-will help or hinder a Christians as they live their lives?   2KU  5AE

· Students ought to explore the contents of Genesis 3  (KU)

To answer the question, students might also discuss the following-

· The free choice Christians believe God gave them

· ‘doing our own thing’, ‘getting away from God’

· prayer and devotion
· God’s love for humanity by giving us the ability to choose;
· Making us responsible beings;
a) Describe what Christians understand by the term “sin”.    4KU

Marking Instructions: It is important to note that candidates

are not required to write four different points in this answer.

Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon

the points they have made.

Examples of areas covered:

• Disobedience towards God

• Turning away from God

• Using freewill to disobey God

• Alienation from God

• Doing wrong

• Failing to follow God’s commands

b) Explain the relationship between sin and other aspects of   4AE

the human condition.

Marking Instructions: It is important to note that candidates are not required to write four different points in this answer.Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon

the points they have made. Candidates should not receive marks for KU used in question (a). Where new KU isintroduced and used to make an AE point a mark should be

awarded.

Examples of areas covered

• Act of sin leads to suffering

• Act of sin leads to alienation from God

• Act of sin leads to death

• Act of sin leads to breakdown of relationships with

ourselves, natural world and each other

• Act of sin brings evil into the world

• Humanity alone cannot restore this damaged relationship

• For Christians, Christ through his death and resurrection can restore this relationship – healing atonement role of Christ 

d)  Explain what Christians understand by salvation.  


4KU
· Saved from the effects and consequences of Adam’s sin
· Saved from hell
· Salvation can be understood as wholeness….. body, mind and spirit
· The offer of new life to all who believe in Jesus
· Not everyone will be saved
· Saved to live a different sort of life
· Salvation is a gift from God
· Result of the death and resurrection of Jesus
· Reason Jesus came into the world
· Gaining eternal life and heaven
b)“…he had to become like his brothers…”

KU 2  AE 3

Why is it important for Christians to believe in the humanity of Jesus?

Any five relevant points.

Two marks maximum KU for any relevant points defining Incarnation.

· Jesus is God Incarnate
· He was both fully God and fully man
· Born of woman and Holy Spirit
· Existing in the beginning
Important because e.g.

· Only a human being could understand our condition
· Or pay for our sin
· Only way we could understand the nature of God.
· Role model/ideal human for Christians to imitate..
What example did Jesus set for Christians in his life and teachings?  6KU
Marking Instructions: No marks for simply writing a list. Each aspect should be accompanied by an explanation to gain a mark. 
Suggested areas covered in answers: 
· Dedication to God 

· Care for the sick 

· Love for enemies 

· Prayer 

· Parables 

· Baptism and communion 

· Resistance to temptation 

· Willingness to die. 

Explain the benefits that following Jesus’ teachings might bring Christians.  4KU
Marking Instructions: Candidates should not receive marks for KU used in question 1(a). Maximum of 2 marks for each benefit. Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point, a mark should be awarded. 
Suggested areas covered in answers: 
· Source of inspiration 

· Guide to live a moral life 

· Lead to salvation 

· Receive God’s blessing 

· Participation in the sacraments 

· Source of strength in the face of persecution. 

Explain the difficulties that following Jesus’ teachings might create for  Christians.  4KU
Marking Instructions: Candidates should not receive marks for KU used in question 1(a). Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point, a mark should be awarded. 
Suggested areas covered in answers: 
· Hard to live up to the standard set by Jesus 

· Loving enemies is major challenge 

· Resisting temptations of modern life 

· Challenges of living in a secular society 

· Different interpretations of scripture 

· Scepticism regarding the life of Jesus. 

c) What reasons do Christians give for following the example of Jesus?  4KU
· Teachings 
· Humanity 
· Mission
e.g. from his life and teaching

       from the teaching and tradition of the church

e)  How might prayer and meditation help Christians achieve their goals in this life?





2KU  2AE

Any five relevant points, e.g.

      2 marks maximum KU for any relevant points describing Christian prayer and meditation e.g.

· Thanking, adoring, conferring with, petitioning God
· Still, quiet time of focus, concentration on spiritual matters
· Found in solitary or collective worship
Helps to, e.g.

· Deepen  relationships with God through adoration

· Through listening more carefully to his instructions

· Through experiencing his presence and forgiveness

· Deepen relationship with our neighbour through connecting with common humanity

· Through ridding ourselves of negative thoughts

· Through strengthening convictions

c) What do Christians understand by prayer?

Marking Instructions: It is important to note that candidates are not required to write six different points in this answer.

Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon the points they have made.

Examples of areas covered:
·  Talking to God

• Following the example of Jesus when he spoke to God

• Form/part of worship

• Petitionary prayer- opportunity to ask for God’s support

• Intecessionary prayer- opportunity to ask for others

• Quiet time with God

• Opportunity to meditate on beliefs, practices and teaching

• Main means of communicating with God

• Used for adoration

• Solitary/collective worship
d) In what ways do Christians put their faith into action?

Marking Instructions: It is important to note that candidates are not required to write six different points in this answer.

Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon the points they have made.

Examples of areas covered:

· Worship

• Regular meetings to learn about and praise God/Jesus

• Participation in the sacraments as commanded by Jesus

Witness

• Spreading the Gospel of Jesus

• Standing up for beliefs when required

Social Action

• Lobbying

• Practical help- use of time and talents

• Standing up for what is right

• Working with the oppressed etc 
“Action is more important than prayer.”



8AE

Explain at least two ways in which Christians might respond to this statement.

Marking Instructions: It is important to note that candidates are not required to write eight different points in this answer. Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon the points they have made. Candidates should not receive marks for KU used in question (e) and (f). Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point a mark should be awarded. Candidates may score a maximum of four marks for one response. Candidates may take an approach other than agreement and disagreement with the statement.

Examples of approaches:

Agree

• Prayer is talk – depends on action to make it work

• Action changes lives rather than waiting for it to happen

• Action has a higher profile than prayer therefore it is a more effective advert for the Church

• Action brings direct tangible benefits to individuals, prayer is more subtle

• We live in a quick fix society today so prayer is too subtle - frontline action is more conspicuous

• Prayer never filled empty stomachs or healed broken Limbs

Disagree

• Prayer makes the actions possible

• Prayer is the driving force behind Christian action

• Prayer leads Christians to an understanding of what social action they must take

• Prayer brings comfort and solace to the sad and defeated

• Prayer inspires to practical action and answers to prayers inspire even more

“Explain three effects of God’s relationship with human beings.  6AE

Maximum of two marks for each effect. Where more than three effects are described the best three descriptions should be awarded marks. Candidates should not receive

marks for KU used in question 1(a). Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point a mark should be awarded.

• There is hope for us

• We can look forward to eternal life

• We can love others as he loves us

• We can overcome sin

• We can overcome death

• He has given humans his Word in the form of the

Bible 
2b) What do the parables of Jesus teach about living the Christian life?  6KU

It is important to note that candidates are not required to write six different points in this answer. Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon the points they have made.

• Love God

• Ask God’s forgiveness

• Love your neighbour

• Treat others the way you want them to treat you

• Sincerity is the key to one’s relationship with God

• Do not judge others

• Love your enemies

• Help the outcasts in society 
f)  How does the Bible describe heaven?



2KU

Any two points from the following:

· Place where God is…Father’s house

· Streets paved with gold etc

· Place with many rooms

· Paradise

· No more pain and suffering

· Absence of evil

· Where believers go at death

· As a party or a banquet (Luke 14 v 15-25)

2 b)  In what ways do Christians describe Heaven?     4KU

• No single idea of what it is

• Biblical imagery of a place with celestial beings

• State of being in God’s presence forever

• Characterised happiness and peace

• Entry depends of faith and/or goodness

• Entry gained only by the Elect/baptised/saved

• Entry gained through God’s grace 
g)  How important is belief in heaven to Christians 

8 AE

To some important

· Taught in the Bible
· Jesus made reference to it
· Assurance of life after death
· Gives meaning and purpose to this life
· Hope in this life
· Helps make sense of present suffering
· Removes the fear of death
· Gives motivation for living a good life
· Encouragement to share faith with others
To some not important

· Should be working for heaven on earth now
· Kingdom of heaven is about the rule of God now
· Christianity should be about right action in this life
· Can be ‘too heavenly minded to be any earthly use’
· Belief in heaven might make someone accept unnecessary suffering now
· Presumption to say going to heaven
· Raises all manner of difficulties
· How can you be sure you’ve done enough to get to heaven?

· What happens to those who are not Christians?
· What will happen in heaven?
· Separation from loved ones
· If you are no longer a practising Christian do you still go to heaven?
Give a description of Heaven and Hell from a Christian point of view  4KU
Where candidate’s list features of Heaven and Hell, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

Heaven

• Where God is.

• Great feast; house with many rooms; land of milk and honey; the new Jerusalem.

• Eternal reward for the good/Eternal home of the chosen.

• Peace, happiness, joy, kingdom, community of love.

• Not a place – a state of being.

• Eternal oneness with God.

• Candidates may go beyond picture language to describe Christian thought on the concept of heaven.

Hell

• Place of suffering and punishment.

• Historical depictions.

• Not a place – a state of being.

• Eternal separation from God.

• Extinction – cease to exist on death.

Analyse different Christians interpretations of the Bible’s teaching about Hell.  









(4)

· Some understand it literally and believe Hell is a real place

· All people who do not accept God will go to Hell forever

· Others will believe it figuratively and think the images used are only supposed to teach a lesson or reflect the cultural situations in which these accounts were written

· A loving God could not send people to Hell

· Conditional Immortality – those not accepted by God at judgement annihilated and not sent to Hell

· Hell demonstrates how God views the evil of sin and those who wilfully sin;

· Universalism –  because of his loving nature God will offer everyone a second chance at the final judgement and all will receive eternal life

· Roman Catholic – Purgatory also exists – souls cleansed of venial sin before entering God’s presence

The bible contains vivid images of Hell.  Describe some of the ways that Hell is pictured in the Bible







(4)

· It is a place of eternal torment and suffering in unquenchable fire -Mark 9: 43, 48
· The whole person is cast into Hell -Matthew 10:28
· It is a fiery abyss – Mark 9:43
· A furnace of fire – Matthew 13: 42,50
· An eternal fire originally prepared for the Devil and his followers-  Matthew 25:41
· It is a place of darkness – Matthew 8:12, 22:13; 25:30
· It is exclusion from the presence of God – Matthew 7:23; 25:12
· Separation from God is the very essence of Hell
· It Old Testament references are given these should be credited
How does the Bible describe Hell?                                             2KU

· Eternal fire (Matthew 18v8)

· Place of great pain and torment (Luke 16v23-24)

· Place of separation from God (Matthew 25v32)

· No escape from Hell (Luke 16v26)

· Eternal punishment (Matthew 25v46)

· Place prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25v41)

What benefits and difficulties might there be for a Christian who believes in Hell?                                                                                10 AE

Benefits

· It makes them grateful for Heaven
· It will help them to reflect on the mercy of God
· Helps them to realize what they have been saved from
· Motivates them to lead a Godly life
· Acts as a motive for sharing their faith with others
· Motive for missionary work within the world
· Lead to compassion for the ‘lost’
· Can help to think that suffering caused by others will not go unpunished
Difficulties 

· Doctrine of Hell can be abused by the church

· Belief in Hell can lead to intolerance

· It can put people off Christianity

· Makes Christianity a religious of fear rather than love

· Can lead to a mistaken views about God

· Implies God is running an eternal torture chamber

· Language about Hell is only symbolic

· Can believe in Hell but not as a permanent state
· Causes anxiety over the fate of those who do not believe
2 c)“Eternal life can only be gained by living a Christian life.”

Would all Christians agree with this statement?



6AE

It is important to note that candidates are not required to write six different points in this answer. Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon the points

they have made. Candidates should not receive marks for  KU used in question 2(a) and 2(b). Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point a mark should be  awarded.

• Depends on God’s judgement of your life

• Can lead a Christian lifestyle yet not believe so it is not enough

• Must be a part of the Christian community too

• Relationship with God is essential to the Christian life so eternal life is only possible if this relationship exists

• Acceptance of Jesus is essential to gaining salvation

• Predestination- the kind of life you lead may make no difference

• God’s grace determines whether you get eternal life not just how you live your life

• God’s forgiveness is required for eternal life

• Role of sacraments

• Justification by faith 
“The righteous will go to eternal life.”

What do Christians understand by ‘eternal life’



(2)

· Definition of eternal life, e.g. quality of life with God not just long lasting life

· Death is not the end of a person’s existence

· Evangelicals believe eternal life begins at conversion to Christianity

· Some others see eternal life as a spiritual continuation of life in God’s presence following death.

‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to receive eternal life?’

(8)

Describe what Christians mean by eternal life

· Life after death with God

· Life in all its fullness

· A feeling that life now has meaning

· Hope for the future after death

· Restored relationship with God

· Description of heaven and hell (no more than two marks)

· A new view of this present life

· Life filled with the Holy Spirit

· Judgement for this present life

· Separation of sheep and goats

· Gained by good deeds in this present life

· Following of the teachings of Jesus

· Acceptance of Jesus as Saviour and Lord

· Born again now – life with God later

Explain what Christians understand by Eternal Life


(8)

· Life after death with God

· Spiritual life in the Holy Spirit

· Life in all its fullness

· A new view of the world

· Belief in the certainty of a future life

· Restored relationship with God

· Description of heaven/hell (no more than 2 marks)

“Christianity is about more than just achieving eternal life”

Discuss.                                                                                              8AE

Students should speak about living as a Christian

e.g.

· loving your neighbour as your self

· love in action e.g. helping others, work of organizations like Salvation Army or individuals like Mother Theresa

· Giving to and being part of the Church

· Worshipping God

· Living a good life

Students might define eternal life
How do Christians show the importance of eternal life in their worship?  

                                                                                                                     8AE

· Students might define eternal life and or worship

· Reading appropriate parts of the bible 

· Communion/ Mass / Eucharist

· Content of hymns / songs / music

· Parts of a funeral service

· Prayers e.g. Lord’s Prayer

· Language used e.g. being born again in order to achieve eternity or a spiritual home etc.

· Apostle’s creed

SOURCE:   Matthew 25: 31-46

31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

‘Belief  in the final judgement will influence the way a Christian lives.”

Would all Christians agree with this statement?



(4)

Agree

· It should encourage them to remain faithful to God
· It should encourage them to help others
Disagree

· It doesn’t matter as God will give them a second chance at the final judgement
· It doesn’t matter as they will eventually be able to escape Hell or purgatory and get into Heaven
How is judgement connected to Heaven and Hell.?   2KU

Candidates should make a clear connection between the two concepts. One or more connections with expansion is acceptable.

Candidates simply repeating information from the previous two questions without making a connection should not be awarded marks.

• Judgement determines our ultimate fate.

• Judgement can result in Purgatory in some traditions.

• God judges everyone and rewards or punishes them with Heaven or Hell.

• God judges who is perfect, pure and holy and permits them entry to Heaven.

• Those who don’t repent are judged and sent to Hell.

Explain Christian beliefs about the relationship between God’s Judgement and Eternal life.








(6)

· God is holy and cannot allow sin in his presence, therefore, sinners must be judged.

· The old testament depicts God as a Judge who rewards people according to their actions.

· In the New Testament Jesus presents himself as the Judge of humanity.

· John’s Gospel suggests a self-judgment which depends on an individual’s response to God.

· The dead will be raised for judgment at the end of time.

· Every person will be judged by God.

· Without judgment there will be no eternal life.

· Judgement results in heaven (present with God) or hell (separation from God).

· Roman Catholic – Purgatory – Souls cleansed of venial sin before entering God’s presence.

· Some Christians believe only an elect will be with God in eternity eg Calvinists.

· Evangelicals believe eternal life begins at conversion to Christianity.

· They believe eternal life is a gift of faith and nt earned by good works.

· Conditional Immortality – those not accepted by God at judgement will be annihilated and not sent to hell.

· Universalism  – Because of his loving nature God will offer everyone a second chance at the final judgement and all will receive eternal life.

Candidates could refer to additional biblical passages.
SOURCE:  Matthew 25: 45, 46

45 He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ 

46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.
Describe the Bible’s teaching on the Final Judgement?


(4)

· Death is not the end of a person’s existence

· God is holy and cannot allow sin in his presence

· Old Testament depicts God as a Judge who rewards people according to their actions

· In the New Testament Jesus presents himself as Judge of humanity

· John’s Gospel suggests that a self-judgement which depends on your response to God

· The dead will be raised for judgement at the end of time

· Every person will be judged by God

· Without judgement there can be no eternal life

· Judgement results in heaven (present with God) or Hell (separation from God)

In what ways do Christians understand Judgement?

6KU

It is important to note that candidates are not required to write six different points in this answer.  Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon the points they made.
Examples of the areas covered:

· Called to account for actions after death
· Result of disobedience
· God is just and applies his judgement to all
· Teachings of Jesus
· Links to the afterlife
Describe Christian beliefs about judgement.  4KU

Where candidates list features of judgement, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

• All our actions are judged by God.

• Called to account for our sins on Judgement Day.

• Judgement sees justice being done.

• Different Christian interpretations of judgement.

• Timing of final judgement is known only by God.

• Final judgement will take place on earth.

• Christ will be the judge.

• All will be judged during the Final Judgement.

• Everyone will understand their sins.

“Then he will divide them into two groups, just as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”






(6)

Explain what ways Christians believe they will be called to account for their actions.

· They will stand before God and answer for their actions
· Both good and bad actions
· The good will go to Heaven and the bad to Hell
· Brief description of Heaven
· Brief description of Hell
· God will be the judge of all their actions
· He will be a just judge
· Judged on how they followed teaching and example of Jesus
· Did they care for the sick/dying/those in prison?
· Did they follow the command to love their neighbour?
· Did they forgive as instructed by Jesus?
· By failing to follow Jesus’ example they are guilty of sins of omission.
“Human beings are called to account for their actions after death.”

With reference to two traditions you have studied discuss the importance for Christians of belief in judgement.

Important the candidates clearly show two traditions to gain full. 

Differing traditions will place greater emphasis on differing points.

· Jesus taught about judgement.
· Sheep and goats.
· Good life will be rewarded.
· Bad life will be condemned.
· Emphasis on the threat of hell for some.
· Incentive to good life.
· Justice for all.
· Give purpose to life.
· Spur for evangelism.
· Without this Christianity offers society nothing.
· Motivation to follow Jesus teaching.
· Hope of life after death.
· Therefore hope for the future.
· God’s justice seen to be fair.
· Contrast with the world.
Could also be stated 

· Christian life not dependent on reward.
· Response to Jesus love.
· Gratitude for salvation.
· Might lead to neglect of the here and now.
· Removal of hope.
· Other things more in important.
· The moral life.
· Gods love.
· Belief in incarnation. 
Explain the impact of belief in Judgement on the lives of Christians  6AE

Pupils should not receive marks for KU used in a linking previous KU question. Pupils are not expected to write six separate points but may do so if they wish.  As a general guide, pupils may write 2-3 points with varying depths for each.  Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point a mark should be awarded.

Examples of areas covered:

· Motivation to live a moral life
· Motivation to make converts 
· Motivation to seek salvation 
· Love of God
· Follow the example of Christ
· Take the sacraments
Read the statement below and answer the question that follows.

“Belief in final judgement helps Christians achieve the goals of life.”
(10AE)

Discuss this belief with reference to two Christian traditions.

· Important because Jesus taught about the importance of Judgement.

· It helps Christians to understand the compassion of God.

· God is all-powerful/omnipotent.

· Only God has the right to final Judgement.

· Sheep will be separated from the goats.

· A proper and fair judgement for those who have lived by the teaching of Jesus.

· Important in that it could be an impetus for evangelism.

· It is an incentive to live the good life.

· Gives directions and purpose to the here and now.

· Without this Christianity has little to offer humanity.

· Reinforces beliefs in life and death.

But it may not help because:

· Unimportant because the Christian life is not based on the fear of death.

· Christian life is response to Christ.

· Service is given in gratitude for what Jesus has one.

· Different groups have different emphasis on this topic.

Candidates will use the above information showing how each of the studied traditions would place its particular emphasis. For example, “importance for evangelism would be very important for Evangelical Churches but maybe not so important for another tradition such as Quakers.
Explain Christian beliefs about the relationship between God’s Judgement and Eternal Life.




(6AE)
· God is holy and cannot allow sin in his presence, therefore sinners must be judged

· The Old Testament depicts God as Judge who rewards people according to their actions

· In the New Testament Jesus presents himself as the Judge of humanity

· John’s Gospel suggests a self-judgement which depends on an individual’s response to God

· The dead will be raised for judgement at the end of time

· Every person will be judged by God

· Without judgement there can be no eternal life

· Judgement result sin heaven (present with God) or hell (separation from God)

· Roman Catholic – Purgatory- souls cleansed of venial sin before entering God’s presence

· Some Christians believe only the elect will be with God in eternity 

· Evangelicals believe eternal life begins at conversion to Christianity

· They believe eternal life is a gift of faith and not earned by good works

· Conditional Immortality – those not accepted by God at judgement will be annihilated and not sent to hell

· Universalism  because of his loving nature God will offer everyone a second chance at the final judgement and all will receive eternal life    Pupils could refer to additional biblical passages 
What is salvation and why do people need this?        2AE

· Salvation means to be saved from death, to achieve eternal life;

· Salvation means to be saved from the effects of the fall and the human condition of suffering through alienation from God, others and nature, and suffering through pain and death;

· Salvation means for the whole body and soul to be saved for eternal life;

· Salvation means to enjoy eternal life in the presence of God for ever;

· All people sin and fall far short of God’s expectation

· Death is not the end of existence
· Reward of eternal life
	How important is belief in salvation in the lives of Christians? 
Marking Instructions: Candidates should not receive marks for KU used in question 2(a). Candidates are not expected to write four separate points but may do so if they wish. As a general guide candidates may write 1-2 points with varying depths for each. Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point, a mark should be awarded. Candidates need not agree about the importance and refer to other aspects of the faith as being more important. 
Suggested areas covered in answers: 

· Motivation to live a moral life 

· Motivation to spread the ‘good news’ 

· Means to eternal life 

· Motivation to demonstrate love of God 

· Follow example of Christ 

· Involvement in the life of the Christian community 

· Sins forgiven. 


	4 


“For Jesus is the one who leads them to salvation.”

How important is the belief for Christians?




(4)

· New Testament testimony to this fact

· Belief that resurrection is the first fruits for believers

· Belief that it was Jesus’ death and resurrection that restores a relationship with God

· It is by following Jesus that wholeness is restored

· Leading a moral life depends on the help of Jesus

· Jesus alone heals morally, physically and spiritually

· Freedom from sin comes through Jesus

· Life in Jesus is life in a new spirit

· Jesus alone can rescue people from the human condition

· Christ is with them moment by moment

· The healing ministry of Jesus

SOURCE:  Luke 10: 25-37 (Parable of the Good Samaritan)

Luke 10: 25-37

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 

26 Jesus responded, ‘What is written in the Law?’ ‘How do you read it?’   

27 The expert answered: ‘ “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind”; and, “Love your neighbour as yourself”.’ 

28 ‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied. ‘Do this and you will live.’ 

29 But the expert of the law wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ 

30 In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers.
By what means do Christians believe they can achieve the goals of life? 8KU
Marking Instructions: No marks for simply writing a list. Each aspect should be accompanied by an explanation to gain a mark. Candidates should write about two or more means to the goals of life. 
Candidates may be awarded no more than two marks for descriptions of/reference to the goals of life. Candidates should not be penalised if they do not refer to the goals. Maximum of 4 marks for each description of a means to the goal. 
Suggested areas covered in answers: 

· Salvation 

· The Resurrection 

· The Sacraments 

· Action against social injustice 

· Kingdom of God. 

What are the goals of life for Christians?    (2)

· The goals of life are to grow in love of God and of neighbour through following Jesus;

· Also, the goal is to enjoy eternal life in the presence of God;

How is love for neighbour demonstrated in this parable?

(4)

· Explain background to this parable – animosity/hatred between Samaritans and Jews;

· Here the good guy in the story is the Samaritan – enemy and despised by Jews;

· Assumption is that the victim is a Jew, and so the Samaritan helps him;

· Jesus notes the hypocrisy of the Jewish religious leaders in this parable, who fail to help him;

· Surely the parable warns about religious hypocrisy and promotes what real love is;

· Love never discriminates between races, people, or religious traditions;

Give examples of ways in which Christians today demonstrate love for their neighbours.








(6)

· The Samaritans, founded by a minister Chad Varah – explain about this;

· Other charities that help others – eg Christian Aid, Tear Fund etc;

· People who have helped others – eg; Martin Luther King;  

There are considered to be benefits and difficulties when Christians involve themselves in social action.. Discuss these benefits and difficulties.  8AE

To gain full marks candidates must cover benefits and difficulties. A maximum of 5 marks is available for covering either benefits or difficulties.

There is no expectation that they will write eight points.

Benefits

• Promotes the faith.

• Follows commands of Jesus.

• Follows example of Jesus.

• Helps other people.

• Brings the spiritual and secular together.

• Makes the religion relevant.

Difficulties

• Involves sacrifice.

• Risks death.

• Motives not understood.

• Resistance to help.

• Persecution.

• Lack of finance.

What difficulties or benefits are their for Christians in trying to put into practice love for God and love for others?





(6)

Difficulties

· Martin Luther King was assassinated in the 1960’s as a result of his belief that all men are created equal.    
· John Knox, and many other Protestant ‘reformers’ were persecuted for insisting that ordinary folk should be able to read the Scriptures in their own language.    
· Deitrich Bonhoeffer, made a martyr by the Nazis in Germany, is another example of someone who believed that God had something better for mankind than the politics, persecution, injustice, and discrimination offered by Nazism
Benefits

· In recognising the human condition to be not what God wants for us, and has promised salvation from this condition for those who believe,
· Christians have often acted in selfless ways to make advances to improve the condition for humanity everywhere
· Christians have frequently been at the forefront of change for the better.    
· Modern Christians are still involved in issues aafecting justice, human rights and poverty.    The work of Charities such as Tearfund, are founders and on-going campaigners for the rights of the poor throughout the world
Give two  examples of the teaching of Jesus.  4KU

Where candidates list a teaching(s), a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

• Love your neighbour.

• Turn the other cheek.

• Love God.

• Do not judge others.

• Talk to God.

• Resist temptation.

• Help the needy.

• Thank God.

Explain in what ways Jesus’ actions demonstrate his teaching? 4KU

Where candidates list actions, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

Wide variety of answers possible here. An example is noted below.

• Helping the needy – his work with lepers.

• Love God – trusting in God on the night of his

arrest.

Discuss difficulties that Christians might have in following the teaching of Jesus?   4AE

Maximum of 3 marks for describing one difficulty.

Where candidates give more than two difficulties the best two should be awarded marks.

• Being consistent.

• Demands of teachings require sacrifice.

• Demands of teaching demand self  discipline.

• Misunderstood by others.

• Competing pressures of 21st century life.

• Teachings might be outdated and difficult to put into practice.

LUKE 13: 18 – 19

18 Jesus asked, "What is the Kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it with? 19 It is like this. A man takes a mustard seed and plants it in his field. The plant grows and becomes a tree, and the birds make their nests in its branches."

What do Christians understand by the phrase ‘Kingdom of God’?        2 marks

· That Christ is the King;

· That Christ has a Kingdom of which He is King;

· The Kingdom of Christ, is made up of all who believe in Him as their Saviour;

· The Kingdom of Christ is seen in the work and lives of Christians every day to work for change and justice for all;

Describe the Kingdom of God?  4KU

Where candidates list points, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

• Jesus taught about it.

• It is the community of Christians world wide.

• Eternal rule of God over everything.

• Found within the hearts of all believers.

• All Christians should work towards achieving it.

• Righteous society.

• God loving society.

Show examples of the Kingdom of God in  action.  6KU

Candidates may only gain full marks by providing more than one example. Credit should be given for any expansion on the examples. Wide variety

of examples could be used. An example is noted below.

• Christian witness.

• Spreading the word of God by teaching.

• Spreading the word of God through action.

• Loving your neighbour.

“Explain three effects of God’s relationship with human beings.  6AE

Maximum of two marks for each effect. Where more than three effects are described the best three descriptions should be awarded marks. Candidates should not receive

marks for KU used in question 1(a). Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point a mark should be awarded.

• There is hope for us

• We can look forward to eternal life

• We can love others as he loves us

• We can overcome sin

• We can overcome death

• He has given humans his Word in the form of the Bible 
How might community worship help Christians restore their relationship with God?                                                                        4AE
· Receiving the sacrament of communion/mass

· Sensing God’s presence in collective worship

· The reading of the Bible and hearing teaching delivered in sermons builds up faith and belief

· Communication with God through collective prayer

· Pictures, images, banners, icons help to focus on God and bring His presence nearer

· Place of confession in community prayers

· Being reminded of the truth about God leads to greater appreciation of Him

· Spiritual renewal and refreshment comes from worshipping with others

· Expressing love and adoration to God in collective worship restores intimacy

 Describe different forms of community worship amongst Christians   4KU

Where candidates list forms of community worship, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

• Sunday worship.

• Mass/communion.

• Celebration of festivals.

• House churches.

• Prayer meetings.

• Bible study.

• Joint services.

How might worship help a Christian to build their relationship with God? 7AE
Candidates may wish to expand on the points made. They are not expected to write seven separate points. Ideally it should be two or three points with expansion.

• Learn about God from others.

• Learn from teaching.

• Praise leads to greater appreciation.

• Prayer leads to bonding.

• Bible study leads to greater understanding of God’s nature.

• Community worship allows everyone to grow together in God.

• Worship follows God’s commands and in so doing leads to closeness with God.

Some Christians believe that worship is the most important part of

Christian life.'  Do you agree?  7AE

A wide variety of answers is possible here. Candidates may choose to discuss one side of the argument only. Ideally the candidate should

make between two and four points with some expansion on each however, if eight points are made that is acceptable. There is, however, no expectation that candidates will make eight points.

Agree

• Worship is where they learn about God.

• Communal worship is vital to sustaining the community.

• Worship builds a relationship with God.

• Worship is the focal point of every Christian community.

• Worship is one of the key commands of God.

• Sacraments are a key part of worship and Christian identity.

Disagree

• Giving life to Christ is more important – it is that which creates the need for worship.

• Confession of guilt and sins to be able to take part in meaningful worship.

• Praxis – living the Christian life is better witness than worship because it makes a difference.

• Worship is the consequence of faith so faith is more important.

• No aspect of the Christian life is more important than another – all equally important.

Explain how the kingdom of God is related to the goals of life?

(4marks)

· The goals of life are to love God and our neighbours and also to enjoy eternal life with God for ever;

· Parables are pointers to how Christians can do that;

· The Kingdom of God is often mentioned in parables as the ideal society, where love of God and love of others are practiced;

· This should be practiced here in this world, and in the world to come for eternity perfectly;

Explain how parables are pointers to the Christian life.


(4 marks)

· Parables are stories that Christ has made up to explain what the Christian life is all about;

· Give examples from at least two parables

· EG – good Samaritan – love of enemies

· Mustard seed – small beginnings, into great things, but always benefiting others (see birds who nest in the tree) – the tree being the kingdom of God;

· Or the parable of the sheep and the goats – where Christ points to how a Christian has put into practice love for God and others as a measure of whether or not they will get eternal life;

What do the parables of Jesus teach about living the Christian life?  6KU

It is important to note that candidates are not required to write six different points in this answer. Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon the points they have made.

• Love God

• Ask God’s forgiveness

• Love your neighbour

• Treat others the way you want them to treat you

• Sincerity is the key to one’s relationship with God

• Do not judge others

• Love your enemies

• Help the outcasts in society 
LUKE 21: 1 – 4

1 Jesus looked around and saw rich people dropping their gifts in the Temple treasury, 2 and he also saw a very poor widow dropping in two little copper coins. 3 He said, "I tell you that this poor widow put in more than all the others. 4 For the others offered their gifts from what they had to spare of their riches; but she, poor as she is, gave all she had to live on."

In what way is this story helpful for Christians today ?


(2marks)

· Demonstrates the sacrifice that needs to be made by Christians;

· Demonstrates a love for God above all other things, - an example of how a Christian should be;

· Demonstrates the way God views giving, - not the amount, but the attitude and circumstances in which it is given;

	Source:
	

	'31 "When the Son of Man comes as King and all the angels with him, he will sit on his royal throne, 32 and the people of all the nations will be gathered before him. Then he will divide them into two groups, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33  He will put the righteous people at his right and the others at his left. 34 Then the King will say to the people on his right, "Come, you that are blessed by my Father! Come and possess the kingdom which has been prepared for you ever since the creation of the world. 35  I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your homes, 36 naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me.' 37  The righteous will then answer him, "When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38  When did we ever see you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? 39  When did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?' 40  The King will reply, "I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the least important of these followers of mine, you did it for me!'


‘Son of Man comes as King…’

What do Christians understand by this statement?


(4)

· God Incarnate
· God takes on human flesh
· Jesus is human with all the potential and possibilities of humans
· Son of God

· Virgin Birth

· Jesus as spiritual leader messiah/kingship

“He will put the righteous people on his right.”

How does a Christian become one of the righteous?

(4)

· By feeding the hungry

· Caring for the sick

· Looking after the poor

· Visiting those in prison

· By loving neighbour

· Following the teaching and example of Jesus

· By repenting and accepting Jesus as Saviour.

What do Christians mean when they talk about ‘the Kingdom’? 4KU

· God's eternal reign over all creation

· God's rule over those who acknowledge him

· the coming day when God's rule will be openly established and acknowledged by all

· God is king over all of creation, including His people: first Israel and now believers in Christ.

· God will preside over His eternal kingdom in heaven.

· Today, Jesus reigns on earth, and we become members of the kingdom through Him
1 Mark for each relevant point to a maximum of 4 marks

 Explain why Christians think it is important to follow   the teachings of Jesus.

· So that they may live in fellowship with him. 

· That they may inherit eternal life. 

· That they may free from future punishment. 

· That they may be with him in heaven. 

· That life will be better for them now.

· The kingdom of god may become a reality.

· Jesus taught that they should do this.

· The bible says this time & again.

Explain why Christians think that it is important to develop their relationship with God









(6)

· By repentance of past sins and errors, they can begin again

· Acceptance of Jesus as a personal Lord and Saviour brings them support

· By submission to his will gives this present life meaning and purpose

· By living in a state of constant communion with him/prayer and action, they feel his constant support and help in times of need

· A relationship with Jesus gives meaning to other relationships

· It also restores the broken relationship between other humans

· It leads to concern for others in acts of charity

· Candidates may develop the consequences of the Fall

· Alienation restored in Christ
· Promise of eternal life/end of death
How might a Christian behave to show in their daily living that they understand the above passage?








6KU

Students might answer this question by putting their beliefs into action. Students might talk about the following-

· ‘loving their neighbours as themselves’, helping those in need

· charity work

· caring jobs

· treating others well

· work of the Salvation Army or other such organisations…

Students might try to explain what separating the sheep from the goats might mean

 What future event is being described in the sentence in the source above, which begins “Then he will divide them into two groups …”?

1KU

· Judgement day
Do Christians believe that they get to heaven by grace or by what they do on earth? Explain the answer you give.





5AE

· God’s grace is God’s free gift to mankind, to explain the students might talk about salvation and about the sacrifice they believe Jesus made on the cross.

· The opposite viewpoint is that salvation is gained by doing good works. Students should explore what this means / has meant for Christians in days gone by.

Students should come to a conclusion and justify it with at least ONE valid reason.

Credit may be given for relevant examples 

Explain the importance of worship in building God’s kingdom on earth.

· Worship helps to build the community of Christians.

· Eucharist builds up fellowship one with another.

· The worshippers learn about the life and teachings of Jesus.

· The mission of the church will be strengthened through the preaching of the word.

· Aware of judgement and heaven and hell.

· Prayer will be a constant help.

· Sense of community will be engendered. 

· What is meant by worship?

· What do we mean by kingdom of God?

‘What do the scriptures say?’ 

What do Christians understand by ‘scriptures.’ 



(3)

· The inspired word of God.

· The literal word of God.
· The teachings.
· Old and new testaments.
· Guidance for all Christians.
Give a brief outline of the Parable of the Good Samaritan.


(4)

· The Parable of the Good Samaritan.
· Man attacked on the road.
· Left beaten and injured.
· Passed by a Levite.
· Passed by a Priest.
· Helped by the Samaritan

· Reasons given by each of the above.

· Message given by Jesus.

Jesus taught that everyone should, ‘love your neighbour as yourself’.

What difficulties might a Christian experience when trying to follow this teaching of Jesus?

Answer might include

· It is easier to love your friends than it is to love other people.

· Jesus ment by neighbour more than just those living near us.

· These are people in the world that it might be difficult to love.

· It is difficult to love someone who has harmed you.

· Caring for other people often involves personal sacrifice.

(6)

“Who is my neighbour?”

Describe the Christian understanding of neighbour.


(3)

· All races of people
· All sexes
· All cultures
· People of differing religions
· The poor
· The sick and the needy
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your mind.”






(7)

Explain how worship might help a Christian to love God with heart, soul and mind.

· Prayer would bring a closer mental awareness of the nearness of God
· Worship would lift the person’s feeling of wellbeing
· Hymn singing might ‘stir the soul’.
· Bring a sense of fellowship with other worshippers. 
· Sense of being a part of something much bigger and greater
· May bring hope for the future
· Sense of wellbeing in the present
· Would reinforce the teachings of Jesus
· Bring individual and community inspiration
· Build up the church
· A sense of wanting to be closer to God
· Inspired to greater works on his behalf
This source mentions ‘prayer’. Give three examples of the role of prayer in Christian worship.

· Forgiveness of the individual or the Christian community.
· For the sick and bereaved.
· For the poor and the needy throughout the world.
· For peace and harmony.
· A closer relationship with God.
· Petition/ Approach/Forgiveness.
According to Christianity what  is prayer?   4KU

Where candidates list features, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

• Different types of talking to God.

• Way of getting to know God.

• Petitionary prayer.

• Prayers of thanksgiving.

• Prayers of praise.

In what ways do Christians believe that prayer helps to develop a relationship with God?  4KU

Where candidates list features, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark.

• Talking to God helps them understand God.

• Helps them to look for God in their daily life.

• Gives them a focus on God each day.

• Regular prayer reminds them of God's presence in their lives.

Discuss two ways in which Christians might benefit from having a relationship with God?

4AE

Maximum of 3 marks for describing one benefit.

Where candidates give more than two benefits the best two should be awarded marks.

• Greater compassion for others.

• Increased faith in God.

• A feeling of not being alone.

• Direction and purpose in life.

How might Christians express their hope of eternal life with God in public acts of worship?









(4)

· reading aloud from relevant sections of the Bible
· Preaching/teaching from Bible passages
· The words of songs and hymns
· Words of hope and comfort at funeral services
· The words of public prayers
· The language of the liturgy
· Reading aloud from the Apostles’ Creed

· Taking part in the sacraments

What do Christians do to worship God?        4KU

· Read / study the bible 

· Attend communion/ Mass / Eucharist

· sing of hymns / songs / music

· Pray

· Recite Apostle’s creed 
d)  Describe fully one example of how Christians combat social injustice in the world. 







(7KU)

Candidates may use an example they have studied and any others they may have studied.

· Campaigns 

· Awareness raising

· Prayer

· Finance 

· Variety of missionary work

· Lobbying 

· Self-sacrifice

· Protests

· Charity work

b)  Explain the benefits and difficulties for Christians of becoming involved in action against social injustice.





(8 AE)

Candidates must include at least one benefit and one difficulty in their answer to gain full marks.  Maximum of six marks where only benefits or only difficulties are covered.  It is acceptable to have an imbalance of benefits and difficulties.

Benefits 

· Relieve suffering

· Follow the example of Jesus

· Share God’s love

· Spread the word of God

· Change the situation 

· Expand the church 

· Publicity 

· Demonstrate worldly concerns of the Church

Difficulties 

· Time 

· Effort 

· Publicity 

· Spiritual v Secular 

· Loss of neutrality 

· Seen as interference 

· Hinders spiritual development 
3(b)  In what ways do Christians fight social injustice?  4KU
• Lobbying

• National and International Missions, e.g. Christian Aid, SCIAF

• Support secular campaigns

• Support charities

• Personal commitment to local initiatives 
3(c)  “Fighting social injustice is more important than participating in the sacraments.”
How might Christians respond to this statement?   8AE
It is important to note that candidates are not required to write eight different points in this answer. Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon the points they

have made. Candidates should not receive marks for KU used in question 3(a) and 3(b). Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point a mark should be awarded.

• Christian commitment is to follow the example of Jesus

• Jesus took action where he saw injustice

• Jesus criticised the piety of the Pharisees

• Christians are called to put their faith into action

• Christians should take part in both- room in their lives for both

• Christian teaching is meaningless unless it is put into  action

• Social injustice is the concern of politicians not Christians

• Role is to ‘tend the sick’ rather than tackle the causes of the ‘illness’

• Cannot live a full Christian life without the sacraments

• Could be said that sacraments demand Christian action

• Nothing is more important than being baptised in Jesus’ name and breaking the bread in remembrance of  him 

3(a)   Describe what Christians mean by “sacraments.”  3 KU

· Outward sign that conveys an inward spiritual grace through Christ

• Instituted by Christ

• Carried out by clergy

• Blessed elements, e.g. water, oil, bread, wine

• Vows taken

• RC Church has 7

• Most have two, i.e. baptism and communion

• Brief description of sacraments is acceptable 
What does the term 'sacrament' mean?  2KU

Candidates should explain what a sacrament is.

No marks if all they do is name two sacraments.

• A Christian rite.

• An action that was ordained by Christ.

• A means of communicating grace.

• A sign of divine grace.

Describe some aspects of  Baptism and Communion.  6KU

Where candidates list features, a sentence of explanation is required to gain a mark. They are not expected to write six separate points. Ideally it should be two or three points with expansion.

Baptism

• Infant/adult.

• Water used.

• Confessions made.

• Affirmation of faith given.

• Bible readings.

• Praise.

Communion

• Bread and wine.

• Symbolism of the bread and wine.

• Recitation of creed.

• Role of the clergy.

• Role of the congregation.

• Partaking in the elements.

• Bible readings.

• Praise.

Describe how Christians celebrate communion

4KU

Examples of areas covered:

· Roman Catholic Mass

· Reformed (Protestant) practices

· Orthodox practice

· General description also accepted e.g. bread symbolising Jesus body broken on the cross.

'Sacraments are of no value and serve no purpose.' How might Christians respond to this statement?   8AE

A wide variety of answers is possible here. Ideally the candidate should make between two and four points with some expansion on each.

However, if eight points are made that is acceptable. There is, however, no expectation that candidates will make eight points.

Useful

• Commemorates Jesus.

• Affirmation of faith.

• Brings community together.

• Focal point of worship.

• Outward sign of inward grace.

Not useful

• Witness is more important because it draws more into the faith.

• Action is more important because it changes life.

• They are only symbolic, some would say you can be a Christian without doing them.

• More of a social function than a spiritual function.

e) Describe how baptism is carried out into different Christian tradition.  6KU

Infant Baptism

· Parents bring their child to be baptised
· Carried out normally during a church service at the font
· Parents are asked to state their belief in God
· They make promises to bring their child up in the Christian faith
· The minister/priest uses water to make the sign of the cross on the head of the child
· Sometimes water is poured on the dead of the child
· Minister/priest blesses the child
Adult/Believers Baptism

· Person being baptised is normally older
· He/she enters baptismal tank/pool
· He/she is asked to say something about why they want to be baptised
· Minister/pastor will ask questions of the person being baptised
· They will make a declaration of their own faith
· Fully immersed under the water
· White clothing normally worn.
In what ways do Christians perform baptisms?


4 KU

· Roman Catholic practice
· Reformed(Protestant)
· Adult baptism –Full immersion (Baptist Church-which is also Protestant)
· Infant baptism
· SOURCE:  Acts 2: 38-42

· 38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call."  40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

What do Christians mean by the term ‘sacrament?’


(2)

· a ritual that involves promises – eg: in baptism or eucharist – promises of repentance to God for sin, and commitment to Christ;

· a ritual that is a means of conveying God’s grace
· a symbolic religious ceremony
In what ways might baptism be said to be a sacrament?


(2)

Roman Catholics

· Individuals receive a salvation by performing the ritual in the Roman Catholic Church;
Protestants and Roman Catholics

· The participants are involved in making promises and commitment to Chist;
· It is meaningful but symbolic act of initiation in which the individual can experience God in a special way
Explain one benefit and one difficulty experienced by a Christian who practices infant baptism








(4)

Benefit

· Baptism is taken seriously.  It is not optional and some link it closely with salvation
· Children are given a recognised place within the Church
· The concept of family is strong.  All ages belong and participate in the community of believers.
· It helps to continue the faith from one generation to the next.
· Parents are expected to take their role of raising children seriously
Difficulties

· It relies more on the tradition than biblical teaching

· The practice of infant baptism is often indiscriminate as every child is baptised suggesting faith is not important

· The act of baptism is given too much importance

· There is a significant gap between the faith of the individual and the act of initiation into the faith community.

· The child obviously cannot express its own faith until years later.

“Baptism is important for salvation.’




(6AE)

How far would Christians agree with this statement?

Give reasons to support your answers

Agree – Roman Catholics

· It is the chief means of salvation
· The act of baptism conveys the grace it signifies
· This is the accepted belief for many Christians and has been so for centuries
Disagree – Conservative Christians

· Salvation is by faith alone Ephesians 2: 8-10
· The intention of baptism is to show the commitment of someone who already has faith not to give salvation
· It is only a symbolic act
“There is no practice more important than baptism.” How far would Christians agree with this statement?

It is important to note that eight different points are not required. As a general guide candidates may write 3-4 points of varying depths.
Examples of areas covered:
Communication

· Brings community together
· Re-focus of faith
· Reminds community of what they are about
· Public witness of faith
· Can attract casual participants so spreads the net further
Baptism

· Statement of belonging
· Statement of commitment
· Places obligation on people
· Part of an individual’s identity.
· Can attract non-believers through the presence of wider family at baptism
· Some would say that other practices more important i.e.  sermon, prayer -as baptism is symbolic rather than affecting a person’s salvation
· Salvation Army do not practice baptism.
Describe in detail two types of baptism that you have studied.

(6)

Infant Baptism

· Parents, god parents etc gather with the minister at front of church
· Parents are asked questions relating to understanding of rite and faith
· Using water from the font the minister sprinkles, pours or makes sign of a cross on child’s forehead
· Minister says child baptised in name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Roman Catholic

· Priest blesses water in font with prayer and then breathes on it
· Baby anointed with oil
· Baby placed in font facing east symbolising new life
· Baby completely undressed and immersed three times beneath water
· Ceremony of ‘chrismation’ follows- baby’s body completely anointed with oil
· Baby dressed in new clothes to symbolise new life
Believer’s Baptism

· Before being baptised the individual will often speak of their faith to the congregation

· The person and minister descend into pool

· The individual is asked questions relating to their personal faith

· The minister submerges the individual under water

· They come back up out of the water.  Some come out at the opposite side of the pool from entering to symbolise new life

· The individual is received into membership of the local church

‘Baptism has a central role for Christians.’ 



(10)
Would all Christians agree with this statement? You should include examples from 2 different Christian traditions in your answer.

· Description of Baptism/washing/cleansing/commitment.
· Infant/Adult.
· Jesus baptised by John.
· Jesus taught about Baptism.
· The early church.
Candidates should show the importance/lack of importance of baptism for the church.

· Different practices in the church might point to a strong centrality or not.

· Jesus was baptised

· He commanded the disciples to baptise.

· Baptism is a sacrament.

· The Apostles are all baptised.

· Jesus baptism linked to his death and resurrection.

· Baptism of repentance would suggest it is a prerequisite of salvation.

· There are some parts of the Christian church that although preaching repentance does not baptise.
· Mention differences between Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians on Baptism

What promises do the parents make at an infant baptismal ceremony?


(2)

· To bring their child up in the Christian faith

· By prayer and example to teach their child what is involved in being a Christian.

Describe what happens at a baptism ceremony.



(2)

· Any relevant description from a Christian tradition
· Person being baptised goes into the water
· He/she will be asked to say something about why they are being baptised
· He/she will make a declaration of faith
· They will be put under the water (total immersion)
· In some traditions water may be poured over the candidate’s head (effusion)
· In some traditions a sponsor/supporter stands with the person being baptised.
“Christians can achieve salvation even if they are not baptised.”

Would all Christians agree with this statement?  Give reasons for your answer.












(6)

Some Christians would agree:

· It is God’s grace that saves not baptism

· Baptism for some Christians is the action that follows from “being saved”

· Baptism is symbolic of the “washing” that has taken place on the inside (outward sign of an inward act of grace)

· The thief who was crucified with Jesus was accepted into heaven without baptism or receiving communion;

· Indicates that only faith in Christ as King and Saviour, as well as repentance of sin are what is necessary only for salvation;

Other Christians would disagree:

· Some Christians see baptism as a “sacrament”

· It is considered to be the means of entry into the church

· New Testament seems to  command it ……not an optional extra

Should people wait until they are adults to be baptised? Give two reasons for your opinion.








(4)

Yes

· Doing it because of their decision not their parents

· Understand what is happening to them

· Expression of their personal beliefs

· Speak for themselves

No

· Jesus welcomed children
· Children may be brought up in the Christian faith
· The sacrament of baptism is important in some traditions as it confers grace
· Children are to be included in the family of the Church
Describe one form of Christian baptism


(4)

· Candidates should give a detailed description of either infant or adult baptism ceremony

· Credit should be given for significant points regarding either the ceremony e.g. use of water, promises made, roles played by various people involved, clothes worn, symbolism surrounding ceremony.

Evaluate the influence of the Eucharist on the lives of Christians.
(10)

· Different Names/Communion/Mass/breaking of bread/fellowship meals;
· Jesus words, “Do this in remembrance of Me.
· Daily event in Roman Catholic traditions/constant influence
· Four times a year in some Protestant traditions. Therefore could be seen as having less influence.
· Re-enactment of Last Supper brings a sense of presence of Jesus
· Teaching about it in scriptures
· Gives a sense of community / solidarity with other believers;
· Could be argued that those traditions that celebrate infrequently that it not that important – they might say in reply that taking it too often might make it too common and it might lose some of its importance and significance
· For those who celebrate communion weekly it becomes part of their ordinary weekly act of worship
· Reminds us of the teachings and moral standards of Jesus
· Involves prayer important in bringing individuals closer to God
For those life the RC Church it is very central

· Shown in frequency
· Importance of preparation in this tradition
· Number of members of churches who only attend on these occasions.  Would infer little influence
· Belief in resurrection more important than his death and last supper
· The fact the RC and Protestant churches find it difficult to participate in this act together – different beliefs

SOURCE:   1 Corinthians 11: 23-26

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 

24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’

 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he returns.
Some Christians describe Eucharist, Mass or Communion as a ‘fellowship meal’.

Describe the practices to which the phrase ‘fellowship meals’ refers.

· Communion/eucharist/Mass.

· The Last Supper of Jesus and the disciples.

· Bread is broken as a symbol/the body of Jesus.

· Wine is drunk as a symbol/blood of Jesus.

· Prayers are said for forgiveness.

· Remembrance of Jesus death and resurrection.

· Happens each day/on special occasion.

(6)
Acts 2: 38-42

38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call."  40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

What do Christians understand by the term ‘repent’?


(3marks)

· it means to turn away from sin, or change our present lifestyle and live in a way that pleases God;

· also, expresses the real emotion of sorrow over sin, not just a mere regret of having done something wrong, but sadness, and sorrow that I have sinned against God;

· sorrow because of what it has cost Jesus in terms of His suffering and death for my sins;

· repentance requires faith in God and in Christ the Saviour’s real and actual achievement of forgiveness for sins through His suffering and death;

Explain  what Christians understand by turning away from sin.
3marks
· Repentance - Stopping doing wrong.- turning away from sin etc;

· Following the teachings of Jesus

· Living by the Ten Commandments.

· Following the golden rule.

· Giving their lives over to Jesus.

· Being “born again.”

· Being baptised into the fellowship of the church.

· Admitting past sins. (confession of sin)

· Belief in the word of god - Belief in action.- Helping others.

· Acceptance of salvation.

· Believing Jesus died for forgiveness for all
Describe the suffering and death of Jesus.  6KU

· Arrest

· Trial of Jesus

· Humiliation

· Carrying the cross

· The crucifixion

· Words on the cross

· Temple curtain.
“Because of the death he suffered”  In what ways do Christians remember the death of Jesus?


(4)
INB: An answer entirely on Mass/Communion is acceptable.

· They gather together on Sunday to worship and give thanks.

· They follow his teachings.

· They try to live their lives by this example.

· They celebrate Mass/Communion.

· They love their neighbours as themselves.

· They live in a sense of forgiveness and hope for the future.

· They believe that Jesus’ death has defeated death, so they have hope of eternal life.

· Communion (Lord’s supper) is the most important event in the Christian church life, remembering His suffering and death for them;

· Some Christians also include Easter in their celebrations to remember the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ;

· Easter is the most important event in the Christian calendar.

· Common symbol of the cross/crucifix.

a) What is meant by the phrase “through the sacrifice of himself”  KU 2

· Death of Jesus
· His death as an offering for the sins of others
· His life given instead of that of an animal as under the Jewish system (in the Old Testament)
· The final act necessary to bring man and God together again.
b) At his crucifixion Jesus experienced physical pain.  Describe one other way he suffered.






KU 2

Emotional suffering:

· Through the pain of betrayal
· Abandoned by his disciples
· Hostility and insults of crowds and religious leaders.
Spiritual suffering:

· Feeling cut off from His Father
· Carrying sin
· Struggle with evil, the devil
· Entering hell
Describe the suffering and death of Jesus.



(5KU)

Any five relevant points from the Biblical accounts.

· Betrayed by Judas, his own disciple
· Tried unjustly in various courts.
· Beaten and mocked by Roman soldiers.
· Crucified between two thieves, outside city walls.
· Died a criminal’s death after 6 hours of torture and taunting.
c) “The suffering of Jesus helps Christians to accept their own suffering.”

Do you agree? Give two reasons for your answer.



6AE

Yes

· He is able to understand and feel physical, emotional and spiritual pain.
· He has suffered because of the cruelly of others.
· He understands injustice
· He has faced death
· He knows what it is like to be misunderstood
· He has faced the reality of evil
No 

· We live in very different times
· Jesus did not experience everything people today do
· Many people feel abandoned by God in suffering
· People who suffer often question God’s existence
· Difficult to accept the suffering done by others in the name of religion
· Some people never get over their suffering no matter what help they are given.
Why might Christians believe that the suffering and death of Jesus is still relevant today?  10 AE
Marking Instructions: There is the potential that candidates will write only about the benefits. The question is about its continuing relevance. Benefits may be included in the answer providing the candidate clearly links them to the issue of “relevance today”. Candidates in demonstrating its relevance may use discussion of alleged irrelevance to support their argument but it must be on the context of discussing the relevance of the practice/belief. Marks should only be awarded for explanations which support the statement. Note that candidates are not asked to debate the statement; they are asked why it might be supported.

Suggested areas to be covered in answers:

 Suffering and death of Jesus was for all time and all people

 Changes lives for the better

 Inspires people to help others

 Has created a more compassionate society

 Human condition has not changed

 Gives people hope of life after death

 God has not superseded Jesus with anyone else.
SOURCE;     Hebrews 2: 9,10
9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 

What does the phrase “he should die for everyone.  We see him now crowned with glory and honour because of the death he suffered" mean?

· He = Jesus

· Everyone =  all of God’s people

· Jesus died for their sins

· So that they have a chance to achieve salvation
SOURCE:    Hebrews 2: 14-18

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death – that is, the devil – 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Explain how different Christians have interpreted the death of Jesus

(6)

Conservative

· Objective - it is satisfaction of divine justice.  We don’t have the ability to compensate for sin only God can do that

· By becoming human and God at the same time Jesus achieved this;

· God is holy and must punish sin. 

· Christ bore the penalty of sin. “God made him who had not sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God’  2 Corinthians 5:21

· Demonstrates the great love Christ / God has for sinners that He endured the suffering of the cross to save rebellious sinners/God haters;

· Christ’s death demonstrates how serious sin is that the Son of God took the punishment for sin

· Liberal
· Conservative interpretation is barbaric ‘butcher’s shop theology’ and pointed out Jesus appears more compassionate than God the Father

· Christ’s death as our example. His loving self-sacrifice is an example to follow.
· we can see what God is like in Christ’s example on the cross
· Christ’s death for all, all humanity will be saved because God is God of love.
· This is the only approach that can make sense of suffering.
State two ways that Christians believe Jesus suffered


(2)

· Physical suffering e.g. crown of thorns, scourging, crucifixion

· Spiritual suffering – separated from God during crucifixion

· Emotional suffering – betrayed by friends

What does his suffering teach Christians about Jesus


(3)

· He identified with humans fully in the incarnation
· It shows the extent of his love
· He was an example and they should be willing to do the same in order to follow him Luke 14:27

b) Assess the importance of the suffering and death of Jesus as a means of salvation. 








10 AE

Candidates may restrict themselves to an evaluation of Jesus’ suffering and death or, in addition to this, consider other equally important aspects.

Very important because through Jesus’ suffering and death, Christians believe.

· We are released from the human condition of sin, guilt and death.
· The broken relationship between God and humanity is restored.
· We are justified, if we believe.
· We are redeemed- a ransom has been paid
· Jesus took the place of humanity
· A sacrificial offering has been made to atone for sin.
· Jesus exemplifies the perfect life, demonstrating God’s love that makes sinners repent.
· God overcomes the cosmic powers of evil
However, other aspects also very important e.g.

· Incarnation-salvation depends on Jesus’ humanity and divinity.

· Holy Spirit’s work within, new creation

· Faith is dead without works- moral wholeness

· Jesus’ life and example of complex obedience to God

· Resurrection guarantees eternal life

· Some believe salvation is also social/political

‘Salvation is achieved through the passion and death of Christ alone’  10 AE
This question is looking for a discussion between at least two points of view on how central the role of Christ’s suffering and death is in terms of their salvation.

· All Christians agree that Christ’s passion and death are important for salvation;

· All agree that salvation is necessary because of the human condition;
Conservative
· Nothing else is required for salvation, other than what Christ has already actually achieved through His suffering and death for sinners;
· By ‘nothing else’ it means that baptism, communion or good works are not required;
· What is required for a believer to achieve salvation is ‘faith’ – to trust that Christ really did achieve salvation for them through His suffering and death;
· And also, repentance out of love for God for their sins;
· Repentance is acknowledging (confessing) their sins, turning away from their sins (changing their lifestyles) to live in a way that pleases God;
· Repentance is simply a result of faith in Christ and what He has done, or to put it another way, repentance is an expression of true faith in Christ’s saving work on the cross;
· Conservative Christians believe that the salvation achieved by Christ’s passion and death, is an objective reality;
· It means that Christ’s passion and death, actually and really achieves atonement (making right) between God and sinners;
· The result of the atonement, is that Christ is really and actually punished instead of sinners;
· God is satisfied that sin has been dealt with justly, and so sinners are forgiven, reconciled to God, and there is peace between God and them (atonement);
· Demonstrates a real and actual love God has for His people;
Liberal

· Have a more subjective view of the passion and death of Christ;
· Salvation is believed to be a reality that can be achieved;
· Christ is seen more as a moral or spiritual example of sacrifice, and a role model for Christians to follow;
· In Christ’s death we see him suffering at the hands of wicked people, yet he is still able to say ‘Father forgive them’;
· Demonstrates a real God-like love for people;
Roman Catholic

· Salvation is through Christ’s passion and death;

· However because of the human condition and our continual fall into sin day after day, Roman Catholics do penances (actions to show sorrow for sin, to atone for their sin), to make up for their sins;

· Penances include, confessions of sins daily to Priests, and actions such as pilgrimages, offerings of money, or prayers to atone for their sins;

Mass and baptism are also important sacraments to achieve salvation;
What do Christians understand by the term “resurrection”?      (6KU)

· Physical

· Spiritual

· Physical/spiritual

· Jesus’ resurrection

· Human resurrection

· Purpose

· Life after death

d) Explain at least two ways in which resurrection is important to Christians  (6AE)

At least two ways should be explained to gain full marks.  Maximum of four marks if only one way is covered.  Ways may include:

· Hope of life after death

· Comfort

· Confirmation of Jesus’ divinity

· Fulfilment of Jesus’ promise

· Eternal life

· Gives life meaning, value and purpose

· Defeat of death

· Defeat of evil

· God’s purpose realised

· Atonement 

· Salvation 
In what ways does the New Testament show the importance of Jesus’ resurrection?








(6)

· It is the most important belief and appears in every New Testament Book
· If there is no resurrection, Christianity is meaningless- Paul
· Death is defeated and is no longer to be feared
· The resurrection is proof of the claim that Jesus is the Son of God
· The resurrection give hope that Christians are justified before God
· It is the guarantee of the resurrection of believers
· It gives Christians power for living according to God’s standards and dealing with difficulties in life
· It is the confirmation that God will eventually defeat all evil.
Explain two different Christian beliefs about the resurrection of Jesus (4)

Still relevant because:

· Central to Christian belief

· Resurrection offers hope in face of death

· Resurrection offers hope in the face of suffering

· Resurrection offers possibility of peace with God (reconciliation)

· Resurrection gives the church “good news” to share with the world

· Resurrection assures that God’s plan did not fail

Not relevant because:

· We live in a scientific, technological world, no place for miracles

· Dead people do not rise from the dead!

· What Jesus taught about life and the way to treat people is much more relevant

· Could be a barrier to “belief” for some people if they have to accept miracle stories
How might Christians differ in their understanding of the resurrection of Jesus?        (6)

Liberal

· Believe it was a spiritual resurrection.  
· The body is still in the tomb but somehow Jesus lives on in the message of Christianity
· If he really is human he must share all human experiences including a genuine and lasting death
· Although disciples convinced, it is not a physical resurrection
· the resurrection is mythological and should not longer be taken literally
· Jesus lives on in the preaching of the word and the hearts and minds of the disciples;
· The resurrection is a statement of the way that a person either accepts Jesus’ word or the individual’s rejection of the word.
Conservative

· suggest liberal Christians are embarrassed at the Bible’s teaching because it does not seem intellectual or scientific
· evidence so compelling it must be true
· eg empty tomb, changed lives of the disciples, the many appearances;
· Early Church’s main message – Christ raised from the dead.  This belief guaranteed Church not fade away
· In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul gives a list of eyewitnesses, most of whom still alive at a time of writing
· The Gospels emphasise two main facts – tomb empty and Jesus appeared to people.  Very simple accounts with no symbolism or theological teaching
· Disciples transformed at resurrection and willing to die for this belief
‘Without Belief in the Resurrection of Jesus the Christian faith is pointless.’

Discuss this statement with reference to  two different Christian responses  (15)

· God raises Jesus from the dead confirming his life
· God will save humankind by overcoming death
Maximum of two marks for merely describing Resurrection or recounting Jesus resurrection.  Maximum of 8 marks for only discussing possible responses

· It shows that Jesus has defeated death
· Christians have the promise of eternal life
· Had Jesus not risen there would be no salvation and no hope
· Resurrection gives new meaning to Jesus’ life for Christians
· Salvation for all believers
· Fear is removed from death
· Christ is a constant strength and presence
· It gives a focus to the Christian faith
· The Christian church exists because of resurrection of Jesus
Pupils may discuss the historicity of the resurrection

· Not a physical event but a spiritual one

· Belief in the event but not the importance

· It has been said it was mass illusion so not a ground for faith.

· Incarnation could be seen to be more important

· A plot by the Romans therefore again not central to the faith of believers

Baptism of believers more important

 Explain resurrection as a sign of God’s promise



(7)

· It is life after death with Jesus

· The promise of reward for a good life

· Place in heaven

· The end of all suffering

· Give hope to the church and individuals

· Makes Christianity of great worth

· It is an inspiration to evangelise

· Makes the present more meaningful

· Suffering is not to last for all time

“Christians don’t need to believe in the physical resurrection of Jesus”

Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer/



(8)

Yes because resurrection…..

· Proves Jesus is the Son of God
· Confirms the truth of His claims
· Reassure that the enemies of death, Satan and sin have been defeated
· Gives confidence that Jesus is with the believer right now
No because

· “spiritual significance” more important…future renewal

· essence of Christianity is following the example of the life and teaching of Jesus

· “miraculous” aspects of Jesus story unbelievable in the 21st Century

e) “Belief in the resurrection alone is not enough to lead a Christian life”   8AE   

Do you agree?

Marking Instructions: It is important to note that candidates are not required to write eight different points in this answer.Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon

the points they have made. Candidates should not receive marks for KU used in question (c). Where new KU is introduced and used to make an AE point a mark should be

awarded. Examples of areas covered:

Agree

• Much depends on one’s beliefs about salvation

• Belief in the Resurrection and what it achieved are

fundamental to the Christian life

• Resurrection demands that you are ‘born again’ in Jesus Christ

• To believe in the Resurrection but not in the moral life Jesus demanded is incompatible with Jesus’ teaching

• Jesus required his disciples to be ‘fishers of men’ showing that Resurrection belief alone was insufficient

Disagree

• Some beliefs in predestination may suggest that God’s will is more important than your personal beliefs in terms of salvation which is part of the Christian life

• If there is no belief in the Resurrection then there is no point in living a Christian life

• The resurrection is a key part of most creeds – morality does not have the same emphasis 
a) Describe the events surrounding the resurrection of Jesus  4KU

Marking Instructions: It is important to note that candidates

are not required to write four different points in this answer.

Credit should be given where candidates have expanded upon

the points they have made.

Examples of areas covered:

• Death in agony on cross

• Body removed by followers, wrapped and taken to tomb

• Followers visited tomb to care for body

• Body was not there

• Women spoken to Jesus

• Appearances to followers

• Ascent to Heaven

• Christ seen in the flesh by others 
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